FOITONRIAL ROOME.

HOW ILLUSTRATED NEWSTAPERS ARE MADE.

Iew persons, however well informed regarding literary and artisiic
matters, understand clearly the distinction between a  pictorial
paper and an illustrated newspaper. The first—the pictorial paper
—i8 merely the medivm of presenting to the publie pictares, whosze
merits consist in their abstract attractiveness, without regard to
the passing events of the dav. A pietorial paper, therefore, gives
literally nothing but pictures. An illustrated newspaper, on the
contrary, not only furnishes its week I} '_:.'I]!l't';.' of art, but gives the eur-
rent news, thus bringing the genius of the peneil and the pen prompt-
Iy to illustrate the recorded event. Our present number is amost ex-
cellent illustration of our idea. On Saturday last a conflagration of
unusual intercst occurred in Brooklyn ; not only is the event noticed
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I'hese things arc the news of the day ; our paper contains ten illus-

trative pictures, drawn from nature, and adding their charms and
their horrors to the letter-press deseription peculiar to papers not
illustrated.  Our readers will therefore perceive with what rapidity

the ertists’ labors and the engravers’ work must he brought into re-
quisition, and also form some idea of the certainty with which each
imust do their work, and the necessars extra [_H;Ill_j-tﬁﬂ attending such
rapid execution. To bring to the eye with perfect aceuracy the great
and novel events, notalde loealities, and norteaits of I:.l_-r;-.-u.u'. in whom
the public have an interest, is a ta ik that affords a I.]p:[:qu';'- goennidd
only to an actual view or a personal reconnoizsance. An ilins-
trated newspaper, if it fulfils its mi islon, must have its employees
under constant excitement. There ean be no indolenee or case
about such an establishment, Tivery day brings its allotted an1 Her-
culean task, and nicht affords no r.-h-:;ni!,.'p_

The 11:;7_1.' way an il l1g-
trated newspaper is pub-
lished at all, is by a most
ingenious division of la-
bor, a total regardlessness
of expense, and a direct-
ing head to the whole con-
cernm, not l'll!ll_'l.' |-|r_1~1'1_'-;|:-r|_
of more than usnal busi-
ness eapacity, but also
perfect in the generally
incomsistent quality of a
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LUnr readers must im-
agine a vast publishing
house, ¢ mposed of many
departments, each filled
almost to overflowing with editors, engravers, artists, compasitors,
pressmen, clerks, newsboys, and others perfectly aequainted
with the reporter’s calling. An edition of the paper is to be
produced—the manner we will endeavor to give: In the first
lace, there is a corps of editors, whose duties are divided up
retween editorials and general subjeets, and matter particularly
descriptive o! the engravines, searching the mails for general news,
1ﬂr31111:|:r.-1i-a||.4 of the events of the week,—theatrical and musienl
rruit::«:m: rivine constant employment to scven or eight persons,
Information is received that an accident has oecurred. or that some
great mass meeting or other event will take place, Immediately one or
more artists are dispatched to the point of intercet, and by long ex-
perience hasty shketehes are moade that are to be claborated when
put on the wood, which is the next siace of their wilvancement. ‘Fhe
wood uscd is that known as o s0 much a favorite as a
shrub in our pardens, but which in Turkey expands by slow growth
into a tree with a trank of a few inches in diameter, "This valuahle
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product is nearly as hard as flint, and can be cut with great precision.
From the diminutive size natural to its growth, it is unl_\' possible to

produce pieces large enough for the purposes of an illustrative 1rrm[-r | has to be re-arranged, s0 as to meet the man
bits | the size of the engravings.

by joining innumerable smal
together and fastening them by
screws on the back of the block,
a8 will be seen by the engraving.
The art required to perform this
apparently simple mechanieal pro-
cess cannot be understood except
by those directly engaged in the
business, or by those who have to
use the wood to print from after it
is engraved. The block of wood
having been selected, and the
“travelling artists” having sup-
plied the subjeet, other artists again
are employed in putting the design

one of the most beantiful works of
art without color that ean be im-
agined. The hour of publication is
near at hand, and here we have a
two-page picture to be engraved,
whie

Aard labor. What is to be done';
The serews which hold the small
arts of the wood together are un-
oosencd, and the block is divided
into ten or twenty parts. Upon
each there is but the fragment of the drawing; one has a little
bit of sky, another a group of children cut in two in the middle:
another, part of a house; another a trunk of a tree; another is
covercid with feliage. Ten or fifteen engravers now seize these
fragmentary pieces, and work night and day; not a moment is
lost ; they silently and industriously pursue their work, and the sur-
faces of the several blocks are cut away save where they are marked
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on the block, which when dome is |

cannot be completed by a |
single hand under several days of

by the image of the artist’s peneil, and we have left the surface which |

makes the impression on our paper known as a wood engraving.
The engravers® tools are very few in number, and very simple in

construction. They are ealled : 1, flat tool: 2 3, 4 and 5, gravers; |
G oand 7, tint tools; 8, sand-bag and stand on which the bloek is laid ; |

9, seraper; 10, chizel—and cost comparatively but a small sum ; yet
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exactly suited to the paper; but a casual glance at the differen
sizes of the wood-cuts will explain how it is that the same t
differences

‘ This work, which is very difficult,
is ealled “over-running,” and gives additional expense to the
publisher of illustrated sheets, ¢ Y form,” however, is fin
“made up,” and is carried into the * press-room,"” a department in
a printing office which especially attracts the notice of visitors., The
highest mechanical ingennity is brought into requisition to create a
*“cylinder press,” one of which will quietly perform the labor of
many hands; and do it with a neatness and dispateh impossible to
be obtained in any other way, Im
forms put upon the press filled with
engravings is used what is termed
en “ overlay,” the construction of
which requires much expericnee,
An impression is taken of each en-
graving on thick paper, and then
they are laid upon a table, and by a
sharp knife all the white parts of
the picture are removed ; when this
i done, the dissected picture is put
upon the cylinder of the press in
such a way as to make unusual pres-
sure upon the engraving, or especisl
parts of it, while being prin It
13 in this way that such brilliant
effects are often produced. Were
this otherwise, the pictures would
come up with the same even tone
g0 peeuliar and so beautiful to mHti
columns of type.

The paper onee printed, innumer-
able rolls, containing a hundred
cach, are now distributed to the
news agents, by them to be sent to
the different literary depots through-
out the entire country, while other
hundreds are taken to the packin
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| room to be put in wrappers, marked with subseribers’ names, an

with these simple tools the engraver, with an incomprehensi- |

ble certainty to the spectator, runs through the complicated
outlines of the innumerable forms which make up the pictures
of our weckly edition, displaying a skill of handling to our
notions as wonderful as the touch of the artist himself. Leay-
ing the engravers at their work, we will step into the familiar
printing-office. The first thing that attracts our attention is an
immense steam-engine, whose piston-rod quietly, as if merking the

. breathing of some hnge monster, sets all the complicated wheels in
motion. There i8 no noise ; all is expressive of silence and power. |

The hugedly-wheel which rolls steadily round as if it were a ring
of Saturn, and the *‘ governor,” as if possessed of absolute intelli-
gence, clevates and depresses its
arms, managing thus wise the
steam, and controlling its influence , g [
upon the useful machinery, In old
Franklin's time the straining mus-
cle of the human arm performed , i
this useful labor, but now the gening =~ . |
of Watt and Fulton has canght the =
elements, and made them willing
gervants to do this menial service,
The compositors’ rooms are next
in order of interest. It is here that
the manuscript from the editorial
rooms reach the printers, who pro-
ceed at onee to put it if type. It is
first set up, then read by copy, and
generally revised by the author, who
frequently finds an opportunity to
improve a period or correet an error,
which he would not have noticed in
the miserable scrawl which he hands
in as his editorial matter., Through-
out our great city, so far as news-
papers are econcerned, a large share
of the labor of type-setting is done
at night, and yet printers, becoming
accustomed to late hours, generally
cnjoy cgual health with those who
retire at more seasonable times, and
who do not by necessity turn night
into day. The “matter” being up, the next order iz to
in the “form,” which in an illustrated paper is more di
than in any other, Originally it is o composed” in
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cult  knowledge of every material usad in gotling
columns ' broom that sweeps the printing ofiice up through cvery department

then to be sent to the Post-office for distribution, Meanwhile, those
important attaches to every New York newspaper establishment—the
newsboys—are clamering in crowds urm‘:n:rﬂt e door of the publica-
tion oilice, fighting and wrangling for the first supply. Having ob-
tained their wishes, they mechanically start off on a run, and keepup
@ yell, well caleulated to split the ears of pedestrians. So entirely
absorbed do these urchins become in their vocation, that they ean
often be seen hallooing their ¢ wares” alongan entire block of
closed and not a possible purchaser in
s under a dead wall they still keep up theery % *Ere
& flustrated Noospa-
DBut too muech can-
not be said in favor of the newsboys;
they are an enterprizing class of ju-
veniles, and acquire a remarkable
sharpness while engaged in their cn-
ployment. Some few are economical,
and support aged mothers or helpless
brothers and sisters, but the majorit
** live fast,” lighting the candle of life
at both ends. An old newsboy is a
rarity not yet exhibited at Barnum's
Museum.
. Our space will not permit us to go
mto that eclaborate deseription we
should desire to inform the public of
the vast expense and mental artistie
labor required to get out what can
gﬂ]mr!_ﬁ' be termed an Jilustrated
Newapaper. QOur beautiful illustra-
tions will more than compensate for
our omissions. No business com-
bines within itself so many difficult
clements to control: and from the
first conception of our weckly issue,
where the subjects of representation are still in the
every ramification of their progress to the completed sheet, a constant
Supervision is not only necessary, but the master-spirit must be ae-
com ]ulhﬂ} in a thounsand apparently inconsistent tl;;i He must
combine the rarest business talent with the most intense knowl
of every department of art; he must be mechanical and poetical—
practical to the last degree, yet full of enthusiasm and poetry. It
18 all these varied qualifications, sn difficult to find in one person
that has made the experiment of illustrated papers in this muntr;'
Leretofore a failure, but with Mr, Leslie the case is different. The
finest living practical engraver himself, acquainted with e en
upon wﬁﬂ—pﬂri’untiy aw fait in the
out his sheet, from the
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